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Lifetime of Service, Legacy of Leadership:
‘There is still so much work to be done’

By Adria Valdes Greenhauff 

It is difficult to find a household in
Miami that has not been touched by
Miami Dade College. The largest insti-
tution of higher learning in the country,
MDC has admitted more than 2 million
students since first opening its doors in
1960. One of those alumni is College
President Eduardo J. Padrón, who is
stepping down after leading MDC for
nearly 25 years. 

A preeminent figure in American
higher education, Padrón has dedi-
cated his nearly 50-year career to
changing lives through the opportunity
of education. He became the face of
MDC and an exemplary example of
what happens when open access to ed-
ucation is combined with academic ex-
cellence. 

“For almost half a century, I have had
the honor of working at Miami Dade
College and have witnessed countless
lives being positively transformed by
the power of education,” Padrón said.

“Next year we will be celebrating the
College’s 60th anniversary; I believe it
is now the perfect time for new leader-
ship to continue our commitment to stu-
dent success and innovation.” 

Building Democracy’s College
Padrón joined MDC as a faculty mem-

ber in 1970 and quickly rose through
the teaching and administration ranks.
Today, he is acknowledged nationally

as a champion for inclusion and diver-
sity and is highly respected for his bold
commitment to academic freedom. 

Padrón is a fellow of the American
Academy of Arts & Sciences and a Pres-
idential Medal of Freedom recipient. In

2009, he appeared on TIME magazine’s
list of “Top 10 College Presidents” and
in 2011, Florida Trend magazine recog-
nized him as “Floridian of the Year.”

Over the last two decades, Padrón
oversaw tremendous growth that

opened MDC’s doors to thousands of
minorities and helped shape the 
College into a national model for 
affordable education. In addition to
spearheading a statewide effort to
offer workforce-focused baccalaureate
degrees at MDC, Padrón ushered in an
era of expansion that included new
campuses and state-of-the-art facilities.
The creation of InterAmerican, Hialeah
and West – the College’s sixth, seventh
and eighth campuses – all happened
under his leadership.

In March, the MDC Board of Trustees
voted to rename the InterAmerican
Campus the Eduardo J. Padrón Campus
in honor of the MDC president who
helped catapult it into the special com-
munity asset it is today.

“My connections to this unique and
special campus, which has always been
on the front lines of the American
dream, run so deep,” he said.

Located in the heart of Little Havana,
InterAmerican Campus originally
opened as the Wolfson Campus’ Divi-
sion of Bilingual Studies in the 1970s. It
was designated as an outreach center
following the Mariel Boatlift. In 2001, 
InterAmerican Campus became MDC’s
sixth campus at the time. 

Driving the American Dream
When it comes to lifting people out of

economic hardship, no other educa-

President Barack Obama awards Miami Dade College President Eduardo J. Padrón the
Presidential Medal of Freedom during a ceremony in the East Room of the White House in
Washington, D.C., Nov. 22, 2016. 

MDC President Eduardo J. Padrón and Microsoft founder Bill Gates 
President Padrón receives an honorary doctorate from Princeton University in 2012 for his
‘extraordinary commitment to higher education.’ 

Continued on next page
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tional institution compares to MDC.
Under Padrón’s leadership, the College
has led the way in fostering upward mo-
bility and helping launch students into
higher economic classes.

Sixty-five percent of MDC students
are considered low-income and 43%

live below the poverty line. Seventy per-
cent of full-time, first-time students rely
on a federal Pell Grant to help fund their
education. But approximately 36% of its
students move up two or more income
quintiles after graduation, placing MDC
among the top four-year public colleges

in the nation to facilitate income mobility. 
MDC distinguishes itself not only by

enrolling large numbers of low-income
students, but by pushing them to finish
their degrees. As a result, the College
confers more associate degrees, and
graduates more minorities, than any

other institution in the country. 
One of the more gratifying moments

of Padrón’s career was to have opened
the doors of MDC to undocumented
students known as “Dreamers.” He has
been outspoken and empathetic to stu-
dents who, despite being high achiev-
ers in high school, found themselves
unable to enroll in college because of
their legal status.

“They [undocumented students] have
been some of our best students, the
highest-achieving students, and the
ones who made the best of the oppor-
tunity that was given to them,” he said.

Padrón’s unwavering commitment to
access and inclusion stems from his
own story. A child of Cuban exiles, he
came to the United States as an unac-
companied minor with the responsibility
of watching over his younger brother.
He graduated from what was then Dade
County Junior College after being re-
jected by every school he applied to, in-
cluding some of the same Ivy League
institutions that, years later, awarded
him honorary doctorates. After graduat-
ing from MDC, Padrón went on to earn
a Ph.D. in Economics from the University
of Florida. But fate led him back to MDC.
In 1970 he became a full-time associate
professor before ascending through the
faculty and administration ranks. 

President Padrón with MDC Phi Beta Lambda students who won first place in the Future Business Leaders of America 2018 National Leadership Competition. 

President Padrón on campus with MDC students 

Continued from previous page
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WE CONGRATULATE DR. EDUARDO PADRÓN AND MIAMI DADE COLLEGE.



Engineering a Culture for Success
While access and inclusion have cer-

tainly been an integral part of Padrón’s
mission as MDC president, innovative
and relevant student-centered educa-
tion has been the other piece of the
puzzle. Padrón has always been a solu-
tions-based, entrepreneurial president
who is highly respected for his transfor-
mational leadership and ability to inspire
excellence in others.

Padrón brought cutting-edge pro-
grams to the college that typically are
considered inaccessible or cost prohib-
itive to students. These include the
Miami Fashion Institute, Miami Anima-
tion & Gaming International Complex
(MAGIC), Miami Culinary Institute, Cy-
bersecurity Center of the Americas, and
The Idea Center, one of the region’s top
entrepreneurial training hubs. 

“Our ultimate goal at MDC is both sim-
ple and ambitious: to cultivate learning,
to cultivate learners,” Padrón said. “To
learn and to grow is intrinsically human.
And Miami Dade College has made a
conscious choice to be responsive to
that need.”

Thanks to the many groundbreaking
partnerships forged by Padrón, students
at MDC have had the opportunity to ex-
perience a variety of educational pro-
grams and internships with some of the
most important companies in the world.
MDC’s many corporate partners have
included Facebook, Amazon, Google,
Viacom, Disney, Tesla, Nickelodeon,
Pan Am, Sony, Cyberbit, Goldman Sachs
and Coca-Cola.

In our own backyard, Padrón has de-
veloped MDC into one of Greater
Miami’s most important cultural anchors.
He co-founded and grew Miami Book
Fair into one of the nation’s largest and
most respected literary gatherings. He

acquired and expanded Miami Film Fes-
tival. The College’s acclaimed cultural
programs, under Padrón’s watch, were
catalysts for Downtown Miami revitaliza-
tion. 

After August, Padrón will continue

serving MDC as president emeritus and
plans to stay active in national and com-
munity causes. “There is still so much
work to be done,” he said. “I look for-
ward to serving the college and espe-
cially Greater Miami in new capacities.”

The Miami Book Fair was founded in 1984 as Books by the Bay by President Padrón and partners, including Mitchell Kaplan, owner of
Books & Books. The Fair is now the largest and most comprehensive community-rooted literary event in the country. 

Continued from previous page

The Miami Book Fair at Miami Dade College will celebrate its 36th edition Nov. 17-24, 2019, bringing more than 500 top authors and book
sellers to Downtown Miami. Each year, hundreds of thousands of book lovers attend the Fair’s literary events and author meet-and-greets
and peruse the Street Fair.

Miami Dade College renames the InterAmer-
ican Campus the Eduardo J. Padrón Campus
in honor of MDC’s president, who steps down
in August after 50 years at the college, nearly
25 as president.
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Classes start Aug. 26.
Register today.
305-204-8888 • mdc.edu/bemdc

Choose from more than 300 areas of study, including Cybersecurity, Robotics, Health 
Sciences, Firefi ghter/EMT and more. Take classes at your convenience – at any of MDC’s 
eight campuses or online.

Be the Best. Be You.



Dr. Eduardo J. Padrón through the years

Ribbon-cutting ceremony at the opening of the InterAmeri-
can Center in 1986

Martin Fine, prominent lawyer and civic leader Alvah Chap-
man and his wife Betty, and Dr. Eduardo J. Padrón at the
1993 groundbreaking ceremony for Building 3 at Wolfson
Campus

Dedication of the Eig Watson School of Aviation in 1996

President Padrón introduces MDC’s first four-year degree
in 2003. In 2004, MDC takes over operations of the acclaimed Miami Film Festival.

Dr. Eduardo J. Padrón becomes president of Miami Dade
College in 1995.
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MDC becomes the proud steward of Miami's signature build-
ing in 2005. The historic Freedom Tower, the Ellis Island of
the South, received the many immigrants who flocked to
South Florida in the 1960s and ‘70s. The building also
housed the Miami Daily News and Metropolis newspapers.

Inauguration ceremony for the new three-story, 90,000-square-foot Science Complex at the North Campus in 2010

Miami Mayor Tomás Regalado and President Padrón open
the new Miami Culinary Institute (MCI) at MDC in 2011.

In 2014, President Padrón celebrates the opening of The
Idea Center at MDC.

President Padrón and Frank Azor, vice president and general manager of Alienware, Gam-
ing and XPS at Dell, commemorate the opening in 2015 of MDC’s Miami Animation & Gam-
ing International Complex (MAGIC).

MDC signs a lease agreement with the U.S. General Services Administration for long-term
use of the historic David W. Dyer Building in Downtown Miami.

Dr. Eduardo J. Padrón through the years
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Dr. Eduardo J. Padrón through the years

Above: President Padrón at the 2016 ribbon-cutting cere-
mony for the new Gibson Education Center at Gibson
Plaza in West Coconut Grove

Above: MDC’s new state-of-the-art Cybersecurity Center of the Americas opens in 2018. The
Center is unlike any other in the area, with the most advanced technology paving the way for
a new generation of cybersecurity experts. Featuring a state-of-the-art Cyber Range, the first
of its kind in the region, the hyper-realistic training platform provides hands-on cybersecurity
training to create the advanced security experts needed to fill the ever-increasing number of
open cybersecurity positions. 

Left: President Padrón at the opening of the Miami Fashion Institute (MFI) in 2016
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THANK YOU  

DR. PADRÓN FOR 

MAKING MIAMI  

A CITY OF 

OPPORTUNITY 

FOR ALL

Informed and Engaged Communities

KF.org | @knightfdn
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Leaders and Luminaries

Former president of the USSR Mikhail Gorbachev and MDC
President Padrón

President Padrón and former president of Poland Lech
Wałęsa

Roberto Martínez, Dr. Suzel Vazquez, His Holiness the 14th
Dalai Lama and President Padrón

President George W. Bush and President Padrón President Padrón and actress Demi Moore President Padrón and the “Queen of Soul” Aretha Franklin

Former U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell and President
Padrón

President Padrón and Chilean-American novelist Isabel 
Allende

Five-time NBA Finals Champion Magic Johnson and Presi-
dent Padrón
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MDC Out-Performs Other Schools, 
Success Grabs National Spotlight

By Brenna Cuba

By every important measure in
higher education, Miami Dade College
and its students are out-performing
other schools and posting impressive
advances in post-graduation employ-
ment, earnings and education – all the
benchmarks of excellence long associ-
ated with America’s largest college.

“Our numbers speak for themselves;
what we’re seeing is a steady increase
in student retention, in student comple-
tion, in graduation rates – and it’s again
launched us onto the national scene as
a leader in student success,” said
MDC’s Executive Vice President and
Provost Dr. Lenore Rodicio, who helped
spearhead many of the College’s 
recent efforts.

MDC’s strategies received the high-
est validation recently: The College
was awarded two prestigious national
prizes for its student success initiatives
and its students were recognized with
scholarships for academic excellence
in record form.

MDC received the 2019 Aspen Prize
for College Excellence, the nation’s
highest recognition of achievement
and performance among state colleges
across America. The 2019 Lumina
Foundation Education Innovation Prize
lauded MDC programs that help adult
learners earn and learn while complet-
ing credentials that lead to further 
education and employment. And, the
Jack Kent Cook Foundation awarded a
record number of scholarships to MDC
students to help in their transition to
upper division studies, most ever to
one institution at one time, seven.

The Aspen Institute, in particular,
praised MDC for its graduation rates,
which beat the national average overall
with no attainment gap for students of
color. Such success is evidence that
the College provides students with a
"clear path to economic and social 
mobility," Aspen said.

MDC awarded more than 13,000 
degrees within the last year – 37%
more than a decade ago. That growth
is credited, in part, to improved 
academic support, redesigned courses
and other innovations that at the core
is keeping students in school.

Consider this: The College logged a
70% fall-to-fall retention rate for 2018-
2019. For Hispanic students, it was 72%,
and for Black students it was 60%. All
of those percentages are significantly

higher than the national average reten-
tion rate of 55.4% for all students.

“These are numbers that are showing
that we are serving the underserved,”
Dr. Rodicio added. “We are serving stu-
dents who are being denied admission
to other institutions. They just need the
right support and opportunity in order
to help them achieve.”

MDC’s five-year plan continues to 
improve student success with an 
enhanced educational experience that
includes well-defined program path-
ways and enhanced support.

Some examples include an auto-
mated advisement system that sends
reminders and notices to students to
keep them on track to graduate; stack-
able credentials, from certificates on up
to bachelor’s degrees, that allow work-
ing students to advance their educa-
tion in stages; and entry-level course
support.

Algebra, for instance, a gateway
mathematics course, was a roadblock
for many students. By redesigning the
course, providing support and creating
non-algebra pathways for majors that
don’t need the course, the pass rate
jumped to 62% from 49%.

The College also leads the state and
is fourth nationally in improving eco-
nomic mobility for its students. Thirty-
six percent of all students move up two
or more income quintiles. At MDC, 80%
of all associate in arts completers con-
tinue their education, and 59% of MDC
graduates complete a bachelor’s 
degree within six years, compared to
41% nationally.

By laying out clear pathways that
guide students to be workforce ready,
MDC ensures high job placement rates
as well – 87% for associate in science
degree completers and 83% for bach-
elor’s degree completers. Those grad-
uates earn an average annual salary of
$47,824 and $55,596, respectively.

“This Aspen award is an affirmation of
what we’ve been aspiring to for so
many years at MDC, mainly to ensure
that open access and academic excel-
lence can go hand-in-hand,” said Dr.
Eduardo J. Padrón, MDC’s president.

But for the typical MDC student, a
fruitful classroom experience is often
not enough. The reality is that even the
most determined students face life
challenges that can become barriers to
education. Eight-nine percent of stu-
dents come from underserved popula-
tions. Forty-eight percent are

first-generation college students. Sixty-
nine percent are low income, 43% live
below the poverty line, and more than
70% work while attending college.

So, in studying its demographics and
surveying students to better identify
their needs, MDC discovered more
ways to proactively support them with
services that address non-academic
needs including housing, transporta-
tion and food insecurity. Regularly 
removing the challenges that stand in
the way of graduation is a hallmark of
MDC’s mission to provide educational
opportunities for all.

“MDC demonstrates that it is possible
to achieve high and improving levels of
student success in every measure
Aspen weighs, dispelling the myth that
community colleges must choose 
between high levels of student learning
and degree completion, or between 
excellent workforce development and
transfer preparation, or between open
access and equitable outcomes,” said
Joshua Wyner, executive director of the

Aspen Institute College Excellence Pro-
gram.

At the Lumina Foundation, judges
recognized the College’s “earn-and-
learn” partnership with Tesla Corp. 
Because of MDC’s reputation for excel-
lence in the tech sector, Tesla chose
MDC as its first partner in the state of
Florida and will train students to 
become Tesla automotive technicians
at a new state-of-the-art facility being
constructed at the College’s West Cam-
pus. It is the only such partnership in
the Southeastern U.S. 

Finally, seven MDC students won the
Jack Kent Cooke scholarships, repre-
senting the first time in the program’s
history that so many scholarships were
granted to students from one institution
in the same year. The scholarship is
worth up to $40,000 annually while the
students complete their bachelor’s 
degrees. Only 61 winners were 
selected nationwide out of 1,500 appli-
cants in 2019.
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2019 Board of Directors

Julie Grimes

Chair
Alfredo Salas

Vice Chair
Steve D. Nivet

Treasurer
Toby B. Rohrer

Secretary
Sheldon T. Anderson David M. Arditi

Miguel G. Farra Jose K. Fuentes Arthur J. Furia René Hagen

Beatrice Louissaint Nelson R. Mezerhane B. Dr. Eduardo J. Padrón Jorge A. Plasencia Dr. Lenore Rodicio Penny Shaffer

Carlos 

Fernandez-Guzman
Henry Fleches

www.mdcfoundation.com  •  For more information, contact us at foundation@mdc.edu or 305.237.3240
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Board of Trustees

Bernie Navarro

Chair

Michael Bileca

Benjamín León III

Jose K. Fuentes

Vice Chair

Dr. Anay Abraham

Marcell Felipe

Carlos Migoya
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Taking a look back at the 1960s
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Taking a look back at 1962

(On the left) The College is an integral part of the Dade County
School System and operates under the policies of the Board
of Public Instruction and the authority of the Dade County 
Superintendent of Public Istruction. Row One: C. T. McCrim-
mon, Eunice Anderson, Jack Gordon, Helene Vosloh. Row

Two: Jane Roberts, chairman, Robert Butler, Anna Brenner
Meyers, Joe Hall, Superintendent of Public Instruction.

(Below) The Advisory Committee is composed of five out-
standing civic, professional and insutrial leaders of Dade
County. They originate ideas leading to actions which 
advance the prestige and expansion of the College. Chairman
of the Committee is Paul R. Scott. Robery S. Butler and Anna
Brenner Meyers serve as liaison members between the Com-
mittee and the College.

RRoobbeerrtt BBuuttlleerr,, MMiittcchheellll WWoollffssoonn,, JJ.. NN.. MMccAArrtthhuurr,, JJooee HHaallll,, CChhaaiirrmmaann PPaauull SSccootttt,, 
PPrreessiiddeenntt WWiilllliiaammss,, LLeeoonnaarrdd UUssiinnaa,, AAnnnnee BBrreennnneerr MMeeyyeerrss..

President Kenneth R. Williams Betsy Ann Little
Staff Assistant to the President

Administration

Coming to Dade County Junior College as president
in 1960, Dr. Kenneth Rast Williams brought with him
valuable experience and an outstanding reputation
as an educator. He is responsible for the total pro-
gram of the College, including college credit
courses, vocational, technical and adult services,
and maintains a proper balance among the various
types of programs. He serves as Executive Secre-
tary of the Advisory Committee. With all these bur-
dens, he still maintains an always open door policy
with a warm welcome for the students and faculty.
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UNITED WAY OF MIAMI-DADE

salutes 

Dr. Eduardo J. Padrón 

for nearly 50 years of service advancing educational excellence in our community 

and providing students the opportunity to dream big.
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Taking a look back at the 1970s
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Motivated by you. Delivering for you. Committed to you.

10710 SW 211 Street • Miami, FL 33189, Suite 103 • 305-378-6677 • District8@miamidade.gov

/CommissionerCava            @dlcava            @dlcava

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT  8

Congratulations
to Miami Dade College for 60 years of educational 

excellence and to Dr. Eduardo Padrón for 50 years 

of dedication, perseverance and leadership for our 

community. You have created a pathway to the 

American Dream for millions.
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Year Up congratulates Dr. Eduardo J. Padrón on his retirement as President of Miami Dade College. 

Thank you for being a partner in this journey, with a commitment to close the Opportunity Divide and 

support of our students and mission. We could not do it without your leadership and shared belief that 

TALENT IS UNIVERSAL; OPPORTUNITY IS NOT.

CONGRATULATIONS
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Taking a look back at the 1980s
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CREST PINEE OFGVILLATHE 

OGNIZECO RETUD OIS PR

ONADRJ. P PADRARDO DR. EDU

OMMITMENTOR HIS LIFETIME CF

.OMMUNITYY.TION IN OUR CO EDUCAATION IN OUR CT

OUTHANK Y YO

ONADRDR. P PADR

‘

‘

iupress.indiana.edu

EXPLORE  your  WORLD

 “Many thanks to MDC for 

opening the doors of educational 

opportunity  me 50 years ago.

Thank you, Dr. Padrón, for 

your outstanding leadership. 

Congratulations on your retirement!” 

–Gerardo M. González
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Taking a look back at the 1990s
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Taking a look back at the 2000s
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Taking a look back at the last decade
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Miami Dade College is Miami’s Great Equalizer 

By Julie Grimes and Mark Cole

For nearly 60 years, Miami Dade Col-
lege has been Miami’s great equalizer,
providing millions of people in our com-
munity the opportunity to pursue their
dreams of a more prosperous future
through accessible, high-quality higher
education. 

With 165,000 students and more than
2 million alumni, our doors are open to
all. We proudly serve the first-genera-
tion college student who finds life-
changing support, the single mom and
former foster youth juggling work, fam-
ily and college, and the international
student fighting language barriers and
poverty in search of a better life. These
are just a sampling of the varied and
very real hurdles MDC students face
each day. 

Despite circumstantial or financial
challenges that could make college 
unattainable, students who walk
through the doors of Miami Dade Col-
lege find opportunity. MDC can – and
really does – change lives. In large part,
this is true because of the support the
College receives from individuals in the
community, people like you and I, who
choose to support deserving students
who need our help. 

We need you now more than ever!
When MDC students receive the sup-

port they need, they succeed. Our grad-

uates climb the ladder of social mobility
to land better jobs, and the 
ripple effect on families and our Miami
community is far-reaching. Among state
public colleges, MDC ranks first in 
improving economic mobility. 

• 36% MDC students move up two or
more income quartiles

• 99% MDC Associate of Science 
degree recipients are employed within
one year of graduation

In Miami, there is no greater engine
to level the playing field than MDC. In
fact, this year MDC won the “Super
Bowl” among public state colleges,
tying for first in the U.S. for excellence
by The Aspen Institute. Without MDC,
where would we be?

Here’s the sobering truth about gov-
ernment funding for public educational
institutions like MDC. While MDC is 
nationally renowned for community 
college excellence and graduating 
students who are competitive in the
workforce, state funding continues to 
decline. In the last 10 years, MDC has
seen a drop in funding of $14.9 million.
With your help, we can close the fund-
ing gap and help more students in
Miami. 

Each of us has a chance to change a
life and make an impact in the city we
call home. MDC helps our most valu-
able citizens become the future leaders
of, and contributors to, Miami. MDC

touches nearly every household in
Miami, and because of it, we are all 
better off.

As we salute our outgoing College
President Eduardo J. Padrón for build-
ing a 50-year legacy of opening the
doors of opportunity, we ask you to
carry on this important work. With MDC
alumni already at the helm of all the
major industries across Miami, their suc-
cess and that of the next generation
can be your legacy.

Your support of our work through
Miami Dade College Foundation 
directly supports scholarships and pro-
grams of the College. Our growing
community of supporters filled the cup-
boards of hungry students, funded 

tuition through private scholarships and
supported workforce programs that
prepare students for well-paying, 
in-demand jobs of the middle class. 

Join our work today to ensure the
doors to the American dream remain
open, through the opportunity of edu-
cation. For more information and to
make a gift, visit www.mdc.edu/iammdc
or contact us at foundation@mdc.edu or
call 305-237-3240.

Julie Grimes is the Chair of the Board
of Directors for Miami Dade College
Foundation. Mark Cole is Vice President
of Advancement and Executive 
Director of Miami Dade College Foun-
dation.
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Celebrate MDC on Sept. 6th 
On Sept. 6th, 1960, Miami Dade 

College opened the door to the Amer-
ican dream. Fifty-nine years and more
than two million lives later, MDC has 
become the foundation of Miami-Dade
County. Touching nearly every house-
hold, MDC is deeply embedded in the
city’s workforce with alumni at the helm
of all the major industries that make
Miami great. 

Each year on Sept. 6th, I AM MDC
Day is a celebration of the many lives
changed and the community-building
impact of MDC. Your support of I AM
MDC Day will open more doors of 
opportunity for current and future stu-
dents with unmet financial need… 
because the condition of your birth
should not determine the outcome of
your life.

Show your support of MDC by mak-
ing a gift supporting students at
www.mdc.edu/iammdc and then en-
courage others to donate too! 

On Friday, Sept. 6th don't forget to
wear blue and share your MDC story
on social media using #IAMMDC.

Make your gift early and get involved
at www.mdc.edu/iammdc.

“Not only has MDC given me a platform for pursuing my
dreams, but it has shaped me as a woman and leader. At MDC,
I found my voice.”

- Karina Alegre
MDC student

“The odds were stacked against me, but MDC helped me
turn my life around. I wouldn’t be here without support from
mentors and donors.”

- Nicklas Campagna
MDC student

“Because of people who believed in me, I finally have hope
for a future. Every battle I face, even homelessness, is just 
turbulence along the way.

- Precious Oden
MDC student

Because every student deserves opportunity! www.mdc.edu/iammdc
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